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Administrator, Federal Aviation Administration
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Washington, DC 20591

Dear Administrator Babbitt,

I urge you to move forward expeditiously to complete a plan to integrate Unmanned Aircraft
Systems (UAS) into the National Airspace (NAS).

As you will recall from our conversation prior to your confirmation, the issue of UAS integration
is of critical importance to my state. Grand Forks Air Force Base has been designated as a center
of emerging UAS missions, and the community and the University of North Dakota have rallied
to seize the opportunity to stand at the vanguard of unmanned aviation. Unfortunately, the
process for integrating UAS into the NAS has taken far longer than initially planned, so I was
encouraged to hear at the annual UAS Summit in Grand Forks earlier this month that
considerable progress has been made in recent months on the effort to find a solution for
operating UAS in North Dakota.

I am optimistic that a solution is at hand. It is not my place to prescribe what that solution will
be, but I strongly believe in a vision that allows for UAS to transit from Grand Forks Air Force
Base, operate in a restricted airspace environment, and return home. Such an approach would
meet the short-term military requirement for operations beginning next summer, and open the
door for a pilot project to test additional steps toward full integration as authorized by the Senate-
passed FAA Reauthorization Act. Your leadership will be essential to ensuring that offices will
have enough resources and support to successfully meet these goals.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this important matter.

et lo)

KENT CONRAD
United States Senator

cc: The Honorable David Grizzle, Acting Chief Operating Officer, Air Traffic Organization
cc: The Honorable Margaret Gilligan, Associate Administrator for Aviation Safety



